looking for a place to dock your yacht?
consider your own backyard

a golf course and country club
were the required amenities. That's still the case, but today's active affluent
buyer wants more—specifically, boating and marina-related facilities, which
are increasingly being offered as an added enticement by real estate
developers worldwide.
"There is noticeable shift in the demand for waterfront recreation," says
Mike Meldman, chairman and CEO of Scottsdale, Ariz.-based Discovery
Land Company, which has developed some of the country's most exclusive
private golf and resort-style communities. "I think marinas are huge for luxury living today. For that reason, boats and marinas play a high-profile part of
the amenity package at two of our newest projects—Baker's Bay on Great
Guana Cay in the Bahamas and El Dorado in Cabo San Lucas, Mexico."
Naples, Fla.-based Gulf Bay Group of Companies' latest resort-style community, Fiddler's Creek in Naples, will feature the Tarpon Club, a 250-slip
beach and yacht club. "The affluent client base of today is far younger than
that of the previous generation," explains Aubrey Ferrao, president and CEO.
"They're wealthy by the time they are in their mid-40s. They are active. They
golf on Tuesday and Thursday, they'll play tennis on Monday or Wednesday, and they'll go boating on weekends. These are people with expensive
homes and expensive toys. The boats and the marina fit into what this
demographic wants at their disposal."
Many more marina communities are popping up on coasts throughout
North America and the Caribbean. Following is a roundup of some of
the most exclusive.

Cotton Bay Estates & Villas, on the pristine Bahamian island of
Eleuthera, seeks to recall the destination's glamorous past. The
one-time home of the famous Rock Sound Club and Cotton Bay
Club of the 1950s and '60s, Eleuthera was once the place to be
in the Caribbean, and was frequented by Jacques Cousteau and
such jet-setters such as Pan Am Airlines founder Juan Trippe.
Cotton Bay Estates & Villas managing director Wim Steenbakkers,
who formerly ran the Cotton Bay Club, says one of the goals of his
new world-class community is "revising that legacy started by the
Cotton Bay Club."
A 1,500-acre, low-density project being developed by
Eleuthera Properties Ltd., Cotton Bay's initial phase will include
114 estate lots starting at $700,000 and 73 villas that will form
Starwood Hotels & Resorts' first Luxury Collection boutique resort
property in the Caribbean. The one-, two- and three-bedroom
villas are scheduled to open this May and will range in price from
$1.8 million to $3 million. Additionally, Cotton Bay will feature a
27,000-square-foot central clubhouse with hotel services, exercise room, shops and an outdoor pool. Future phases call for an
18-hole championship golf course, wellness center/spa and more
real estate development.
Boaters will enjoy access to a well-equipped private marina,
Davis Harbour, with 38 slips accommodating boats of up to 80
feet. Residents will be granted preferred rental of marina slips and
dry-dock storage.
Another upscale project open for business is the Chub Cay Marina & Resort, located on the private Bahamian island of Chub
Cay, renowned for its world-class fishing, diving and boating. Just
132 of Chub's total 870 acres are being developed, including 138
residential units, and a private airport and marina that can accommodate approximately 200 yachts up to 200 feet. According
to Maura Brassil, Chub Cay vice president of sales and marketing,
phase one of the project, comprising 69 villas, is already more
than 70 percent sold, with prices for two- and five-bedroom units
starting at $1.4 million.
A Bahamian property ideal for boaters is Baker's Bay Golf &
Ocean Club, an island paradise being developed by Discovery
Land Company on Great Guana Cay in the Abacos. The Baker's
Bay setting boasts six miles of sparkling white-sand beachfront,
Yachties will find outstanding
facilities for their vessels at the
exclusive communities of Cotton
Bay (inset above); Baker's Bay
(above and right); and Ginn sur
Mer(left), all in the Bahamas.
The Turks & Caicos Sporting
Club (opposite top) will be for
members only.

and one of the world's largest barrier reefs a couple hundred
yards offshore that doubles as built-in hurricane protection. Also
worth noting is the bay's distinctive deep-water channel that can
accommodate large vessels of up to 200 feet in length, making it
one of the few ports where this is possible. Ashore, Baker's Bay is
a 585-acre community featuring 359 spectacular custom home
sites, 52 Beach Club cottages and Mangrove Bungalows, and 34
Boathouse Villas, where residents can have their yacht moored
below their home. Prices range from $1 million to $12 million.
The community's Marina Village, being crafted just inside the
guarded gates, will include a marina with 180 slips and a small,
lively commercial district patterned after the Caribbean sea ports
of the 1700s. Other planned amenities include Discovery Land's
signature Tom Fazio-designed core golf course, being routed
alongside the ocean, and the Ocean Club, which features a topnotch clubhouse, spa and numerous outdoor sporting facilities.
Located on Grand Bahama Island's west end, Ginn sur Mer, a
2,000-acre private resort-style community, is being developed by
Ginn Clubs and Resorts. The $4.9 billion project will be "the largest
resort community project ever to be undertaken in the Bahamas,"
according to Bahamian Prime Minister Perry G. Christie.
When complete, it will feature 4,400 condominium and hotel
units, and 1,800 single-family residential home sites, priced from
the $600,000s. Planned amenities include golf courses designed
by Jack Nicklaus and Arnold Palmer, a casino, water and swim
pavilions with a beach club and spa, a private airport and two
large marinas that can handle megayachts.
Elsewhere in the Caribbean, the Turks & Caicos Sporting Club
on the private island of Ambergris Cay in the Turks & Caicos is
taking shape and destined to be one of the world's finest membersonly clubs. Developer DPS Sporting Club Development Co. is taking
care to preserve more than 30 percent of Ambergris Cay's 1,100
acres, maintaining the island's historical ruins and natural landscape. Only electric-powered vehicles will be allowed on the island.
The signature gathering place at the Sporting Club will
undoubtedly be the Hawkes Nest Harbour Village, which will
include an inland marina to accommodate more than 100 boats
of up to 200-plus feet. The village will also feature more than 100
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